AMBASSADE DE MALTE
25 Rue Archimede
1000 Bruxelles

Tel: + 32 2 238 2601
Fax: +32 2 230 4583

L’Ambassadeur
Mr. Serge Kollwelter,
President,
ASTI,
10-12, rue Auguste Laval
L-1922 Luxembourg.

28 September 2009.

Dear Mr. Kollwelter,

I thank you for your letter of 16 September 2009 inquiring on multiple nationality in Malta.

I want to inform you that as per amendments of 2000 of the Maltese Citizenship Act, it is
possible for a person of Maltese nationality to acquire dual citizenships.

For your information, I am attaching herewith supplementary information on the subject.
You may also wish to consult http://www.foreign.gov.mt/default.aspx?MLEV=52&MDIS=553
for more technicalities.

Yours sincerely

Nl
- UVV\I\

Clive Agius -

N



DEPARTMENT FOR CITIZENSHIP & EXPATRIATE AFFAIRS

DUAL/MULTIPLE CITIZENSHIP

When Malta became an Independent State
on 21st September 1964 it was decided
that Maltese citizens should possess only
the citizenship of Malta. Those adults
who then possessed another citizenship
had to renounce it before the 21
September 1967. Citizens of Malta who
acquired another citizenship by a
voluntary act lost their Maltese citizenship
automatically. Minors who possessed
another or other citizenships had to decide
which citizenship to retain between their
18th and 19th birthday and those who
failed to renounce their foreign
citizenship, ceased to be citizens of Malta
automatically on their 19th birthday.

Dual citizenship was introduced in
Maltese citizenship legislation with effect
from 1st August 1989. This, however,
was limited to Maltese emigrants and the
persons concerned had to be born in
Malta, emigrated to another country of
which they became citizens and spent at
least six years emigrated in that country.

Important changes to the said legislation
were, however, made in the year 2000.
Dual or multiple citizenship has now
become the rule rather than the exception
it was under the 1989 legislation. A
citizen of Malta, as from 10th February
2000, can acquire and retain a foreign
citizenship (or citizenships) together with
his/her Maltese citizenship.

Am [ entitled to hold dual
citizenship?
You qualify to hold dual citizenship:

A) If you are an adult citizen of Malta
and you acquired a foreign citizenship
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on or after 10th February 2000.
You may retain such citizenship
together  with  your  Maltese
citizenship.

B) If you were a minor on 10th February
2000 or if you had then attained your
18th birthday but had not yet reached
your 19th birthday and you possessed
another citizenship apart from your
Maltese citizenship. You may now
hold both citizenships indefinitely.

C) If you became a citizen of Malta on
21st September 1964 or (subsequent to
that date) at birth, you lost such
citizenship, and you have resided
abroad for an aggregate period of at
least six years, then in accordance
with the year 2000 changes to the
citizenship legislation, you are deemed
never to have ceased to be a citizen of
Malta, that is, you qualify to hold dual
citizenship automatically.

If I do not qualify automatically for
dual citizenship can I re-acquire
Maltese Citizenship and retain it
together with any foreign
citizenship?

Yes you can be registered as a citizen of
Malta if you became a citizen of Malta on
21st September 1964 or at birth but
subsequently lost such citizenship and you
do not qualify for the automatic re-
acquisition of Maltese citizenship as you
did not spend six years abroad or because
you were previously a citizen of Malta by
Registration or by Naturalization (vide
leaflet on ‘Acquisition of Maltese
citizenship by Registration’).



If T were to acquire Maltese
citizenship by registration or by
naturalization, can 1 retain it
together with my foreign
citizenship?

If you are entitled to be registered as a
citizen of Malta or if you were to be
granted a certificate of naturalization as a
citizen of Malta (vide leaflet on
‘Acquisition of Maltese citizenship by
Naturalization) then, in view of the year
2000 amendments to the Maltese
citizenship legislation, it is possible for
you to hold your newly-acquired Maltese
citizenship together with your foreign
citizenship.

If 1 already qualified for dual
citizenship under the 1989 legislation
do I need to take any action under
the year 2000 legislation?

If the Department for Citizenship and
Expatriate Affairs has informed you in
writing that you qualified to hold dual
citizenship under the provisions that were
in force from 1st August 1989 to 9th
February 2000, you do not need to take
any further action.

What documents are required in
order that the department may
confirm in writing that I qualify
automatically to hold dual
citizenship?

If you qualify automatically to hold dual
citizenship (item (C) above) you are
required to produce the following
documents:

Your:
(1) Birth certificate;
(2) Father's birth certificate;
(3) Parents' marriage certificate;
(4) A certificate showing the date of
acquisition of the citizenship you
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presently hold, if such citizenship
was acquired by Registration or
by Naturalization;

(5) Your present passport: Maltese
and/or non-Maltese;

(6) Documentary evidence to prove
that you have resided abroad for
an aggregate period of at least six
years.  This should primarily
consist of your passport or
passports for the period/s
concerned. ‘

N.B.:

If you are a married woman or a widow, a
copy of your marriage certificate will be
required. If your husband is/was born in
Malta or a former Maltese citizen, his birth
certificate, his father's birth certificate and
his parents' marriage certificate should
also be produced.

If your previous passports have been
lost or destroyed, you may produce
one of the following documents
instead:

¢ A residence certificate normally issued
by the Immigration Authorities of the
country concerned. Such certificates
have been issued in Australia, Canada
and Italy;

e A statement showing your annual
earnings over a number of years. For
example, the Canada Pension Plan
Contributor statement or the Social
Security Earnings statement issued by
the United States authorities;

¢ A letter from your previous or present
employer/s giving your employment
history. This should include the date
of engagement and the date of
termination of employment;

e A confirmation of your annual
contributions paid under the National
Insurance Scheme of your adoptive
country. For example, the statements
issued in the United Kingdom by
Contributions Agencies;




o Confirmation from the authorities of
any school or college that you have
attended. ' This applies mainly if you
acquired the citizenship of your
adoptive  country during your
minority;

e Any other document acceptable to our
Department which proves that you
have. resided outside Malta for an
aggregate period of at least six years.

Enquiry Forms

Persons making enquiries about dual
citizenship should submit Enquiry
Form A (CEA\M6) for those born prior
to 21 September 1964 or Enquiry Form
B (CEA\17) for those born after that
date.

Points to be noted:

e In certain cases, you may be asked to
provide additional documents to the
ones indicated;

e Where births, marriages or deaths
occurred in Malta or Gozo, you must
produce  original  certificates -
photocopies are not accepted.

You may obtain original certificates from
the Public Registry at:

e 26, Old Treasury Street, Valletta
CMR 02; or

e 139, Republic Street, Victoria
VCT 102; Gozo.

e By using the postal service.
Application forms may be collected
from the Public Registry offices
outlined above or from Police
Stations, Post Offices or Local
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Councils. You will receive the
relevant certificate within  three
working days;

o  Where births, marriages or deaths
occurred outside Malta, you must
produce original certificates. These
will then be photocopied by our
Department and returned to you.

Your attention is finally drawn to the
fact that it would be advisable for you to
verify whether under the citizenship
laws of your country you might lose
your current citizenship if you were to
acquire another citizenship by a
voluntary act.

Should you have any further enquiries on
dual Citizenship matters please address
them to:

The Director,

Department for Citizenship and
Expatriate Affairs,

3, Castille Place,

Valletta CMR 02.

You may also contact the Department on:
Tel No: (356) 22001800

Fax No: (356) 22001830

E-mail: citizenship@gov.mt
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